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John 17:19 – “And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they might 

be sanctified through the truth.” 

 

Over the last couple of years, I have discovered a love for furniture. 

Or rather taking old used up pieces, broken, dirty and in need of 

repairs, and fixing them up into something beautiful and useful. For 

some, it may be hard to see the potential treasure when it looks like 

trash. But for me? Somehow I can see through the dust and grime 

and look at what it can be. So, I find myself scouring thrift stores 

and online markets for really cheap items. Once I get it home, I 

start that process of cleaning, sanding and repairing… and that’s 

when God starts talking. 

 

Trash to Treasure 

 

Have you ever wondered why God continues to send broken people 

into your life? People who have no hope or who continually make 

choices that wreck their lives over and over? It’s easy to look at 

other people’s struggles and think “I am SO glad I don’t have THAT 

problem!”, or “why can’t they learn? Don’t they see the pattern 

here? And it’s destroying their life!?” Unfortunately, we’re not 

usually so quick to take a look at our own hang-ups and habits. I 

can’t say that God has delivered me from drugs or alcohol or 

nicotine addictions… I’ve never even had the desire to do such 

things. But I can say He’s shown me things in my heart and habits 

that weren’t good for my spiritual health.  Things that had I not 

changed, I would be lost and miserable.  



 

Several months ago I was kind of bemoaning (to myself) about this 

very thing… why can’t they just live right? Why am I continually 

having to say the same things over and over? I feel like a broken 

record! It was as clear as can be – as soon as that “why me?” 

question came to my mind  

– His answer came loud and clear in a way that I understood. He 

said, “just like you see the potential of beauty in those old, worn 

out, damaged pieces of furniture – that’s how I see them – full of 

potential. Underneath the damage there is a beautiful creation that 

I have chosen. Just like you “choose” furniture pieces to restore, I 

have chosen them to have a part in My Kingdom. You see, I will 

take what the enemy meant for evil and will turn it into a testimony 

that others will see, and by that testimony some will come to know 

Me.” Isn’t that just like the Lord? He knows EXACTLY what will get 

our attention and uses it to give us a word we won’t forget. (Little 

did I know that moment with God would start me on my own 

journey of restoration. You see, God knows what is hidden, what we 

bury, and He desires to use those broken places for a testimony to 

bring others to know Him.) 

 

WOW! Talk about a jolt to my heart. It was like scales fell from my 

eyes that day. I realized something significant about my love of 

taking old and ugly pieces of furniture and making them over into 

something beautiful. It takes hours of cleaning, sanding, and 

repairing. Sometimes the process uncovers difficult places to fix and 

I need to put some extra effort in that area.  It takes patience. 

Waiting for the paint to dry before the next layer can be applied. It 

is time consuming. With meticulous care, taking that piece of wood 

from ugly, dirty and damaged - to clean, repaired and beautiful is a 

gratifying experience.  It fills me with a sense of accomplishment to 

see that gorgeous finished product.  So I understood what God was 

teaching me – to look through His eyes and remember it’s a 

process. 



  

God sends people our way who He knows we can help, disciple, 

teach and LOVE. The question is… Do we? Do we love? We try to 

help. We pray, teach & disciple, but it seems such a S L O W 

process! Is it even working? 

  

In my reading of John 17, the words of verse 19 jumped off the 

page right at me! The Amplified version says it like this: “And so for 

their sake and on their behalf I sanctify (dedicate, consecrate) 

Myself, that they also may be sanctified (dedicated, consecrated, 

made holy) in the Truth.” Wow.  Immediately this challenge came to 

me. Continually placing myself on the altar so that I can be effective 

in ministering to those God places in my life. For how can I disciple 

and lead if I am not first dedicated and consecrated to the truth? 

Not the doctrine only, but the wholeness of the word of God, the 

whole truth, the whole guidebook which I am to follow that I might 

live a godly, holy life – set apart and unto God.   

 

Getting down to the nitty gritty of it… How can I lead someone else 

to change their life and become what God wants them to be if I 

don’t let the truth shine it’s cleansing light into my own heart? I 

pray as I write, that this word encourages you to keep on teaching 

others even when it seems like nothing you teach is sticking. It 

might be an area that needs a little extra effort and patience. Keep 

on loving even though you may feel like your love has run out. The 

Lord has a plan and you’re a significant part of the process. 

 

2 Thessalonians 3:13 But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing. 

 

Isaiah 61:1-3 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the 

Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he 



hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 

the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 

To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of 

vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; To appoint unto 

them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the 

oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of 

heaviness, that they might be called trees of righteousness, the 

planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified. 

 


