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A Little Maid's Reward 
by Llynn Enmen 
 

Anyone who has attended church very long has heard the familiar story of Naaman, as recorded in 
II Kings 5.  Sunday school children learn all about the man who went to the prophet and dipped in 
Jordon River seven times to be healed of leprosy.  But the character least talked about and yet the 
most important was the unnamed little maid.  

No information is given regarding her parents or siblings.  Were they dead or alive? Had they been 
taken as slaves, or killed in the battle?  How long had she been in Naaman’s house?  So much 
unanswered, yet we do know the term” little maid” refers to the fact that she was between 7 and 
13 years of age.  Young, yet old enough to recognize separation, hurt, loneliness, fear, strangeness, 
loss, grief and hopelessness.  She knew about the prophet in Israel, but also knew she would never 
get the chance to see him.  She would forever be a slave. 
 
What was it about this girl that caused Naaman and the King to Syria to trust her?  To believe what 
she said was true and not just the ramblings of an immature imaginative child. There had to be 
something behind her to validate her words.    
These are the attributes I believe she displayed: 

1. Humility – She shared what she knew and was not selfish, neither demanding something in 
exchange for information. She was not arrogant with her knowledge of God nor did she belittle 
others for their idol worship.  Her concern was genuine.  Her attitude wasn’t – I’ll tell you how to 
be healed if you set me free.  She exhibited no ulterior motive. 
2. Obedience – She was in submission and had an excellent spirit.  Obedience in the things 
required of her gave cause for Naaman and the king to listen to her.  Not resisting orders or 
demands, she worked willingly. 
3. Faith – She still believed there was a prophet in Israel and retained her faith in God and that 
God would answer prayer. Because she was no longer free to do what she wanted, it didn’t 
shake her faith that God was still God. Regardless of her earthly predicament, abundance or lack 
of resources, she knew of a God that was still able. Regardless what was happening in Namaan’s 
house, she still believed God could and would.  
4. Forgiveness –Vengeance was not in her heart.  She sincerely wanted what was best for the 
master.  Nowhere do we find where she rejoiced over the fact Naaman had leprosy or 
proclaimed he deserved it.  She didn’t respond in kind, revile, nor keep harping and retelling the 
injustices done to her.  She was in the bad situation, but she did not ask that others hate 
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Naaman, as an offender, because of what had happened to her. If the little maid continued to 
tell people how she suffered at the Syrian’s hand, even if she said, “I have forgiven them,” she 
could not have forgiven.  Forgiveness makes someone want to hide an injury and let others see 
the offender in a good light.   
5. Steadfastness – She knew right from wrong and did what was right when others did wrong. 
She held onto the teachings and faith instilled into her even when things looked hopeless.  How 
many others taken captive, same as this child, surrendered their foundation in God for the 
convenience of now?  Naaman could see, she wouldn’t change what she knew was right.  

 Naaman is now healed, but…she is still a servant, yet something’s different...the home has 
changed.  
 
2 Kings 5:15,17  And he returned to the man of God, ….. and he said, Behold, now I know that there 
is no God in all earth, but in Israel: And Naaman said, Shall there not then, I pray thee, be given to 
thy servant two mules' burden of earth? for thy servant will henceforth offer neither burnt offering 
nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the Lord. 
In this home, idolatry no longer was rampant.  What else did Naaman ask her when he got home?  
What else could she teach him about God?  Eventually her excellent spirit changed her 
environment.   What God provided for her, in the midst of her bad situation, was a home that 
served the God of Israel.  Her faithfulness to God changed the circumstances she was in to one that 
now loved the same God she loved. 
 
So what can we learn from this little unnamed maid?  When you are taken slave by circumstances 
of life and there appears no way out, keep humble, obey, retain your faith, forgive from your heart 
and stay steadfast in doing what is right, regardless what anyone else might do.  God may not 
remove you from the circumstances, but He will, if we will learn to follow the example of this little 
maid, change those circumstances to your good.  


